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The Grand Dowager

1 he Arakanese invasion of Burma in 1599 during the reign of
Bayin-naung's successor, Nandabayin, ruined that country for the
time being. It broke up into petty states. All Bayin-naung's glory
passed to Razagri. Possessing the White Elephant and the Maha-
muni he had a right to call himself the champion of Buddhism.
Arakan, not Burma, became the centre of the Buddhist world. It is
true that the Arakanese did not get the Tooth. They overlooked it
in the sack of Pegu and it remained in the country, to be enshrined
a few years later in the Kaung-hmu-daw pagoda at Sagaing. But
as it was a spurious relic, we must suppose that was no matter.
Burma's recovery was slow, but by 1610 Bayin-naung's grand-
son, Anauk-petlun, had again united the greater pan of the
country. He was most anxious to get back the White Elephant, and
in 1616 proposed to the Viceroy of Goa a joint attack on Mrauk-u,
declaring that if he secured the animal the Portuguese could take
the rest of the loot. But the proposal came to nothing. Arakan was
too strong. Yet the Government of Arakan had reason to take note
of Burma's returning strength, since this coincided with the
growing power of the Mughal. This latter threat in part explains
Manrique's good reception. As we shall see, Thiri-thu-dhamma
hoped by an arrangement with Goa not only to ward off that
threat, but to be strong enough himself to threaten both countries.
The friar's visits to the sights in Mrauk-u, which have allowed
us this informative digression into current history, were made
despite his preoccupations as a religious. The church had been
consecrated on the 20th of October 1650. During November and
December he was busy organizing and instructing the congrega-
tion. One of his problems concerned the local people who had been
converted by previous missionaries. Living often with Buddhist
women and scattered among the Buddhist population, they had
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